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YOU DESERVE
TO BE HEARD.
This nonpartisan voters education guide aims at empowering
Muslim voters in:
Congressional Districts 5, and 7;
State Senate District 29, 31, and 46;
State House District 24, 32 and 92; and
Prosecutors for Marion and Hamilton Counties
to make informed decisions while casting their ballots.

Indiana Muslim Advocacy Network does NOT endorse
any of the candidates vying to represent those districts.

GENERAL ELECTION DAY:
November 8, 2022
Early voting is under way through November 7.
To find out your early voting location,
visit: Indianavoters.in.gov
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Information about Indiana
Midterm General Election
Voting in the Indiana General Election:
Indiana's General Election is an election in which candidates are elected to offices. The
General Election occurs at local, state, and federal levels. You are eligible to vote for any
candidate from any party during the General Election. It does not matter if you are
registered with a certain political party or whom you have voted for in the past. You can
vote in the General Election even if you didn't vote in the primary election.
Voting Requirements:
You have the right to vote in an Indiana election, if:
You are both a U.S. citizen and a resident of Indiana;
You will be at least 18 years of age by THIS General Election, November 8, 2022;
You are not currently in prison after being convicted of a crime;
You have lived in the precinct where you vote for at least 30 days prior to the
election unless you qualify to vote using one of the "Fail Safe" procedures; and
You are registered to vote.
Voter Registration Deadline expired for the Indiana General Election (October 11, 2022)
Offices on the Ballot for November 8, 2022:
U.S. House of Senate (1 seat)
U.S. House of Representative (all 9 seats)
Congress Special Election (1 seat)
State Executives - Indiana Secretary of State, Indiana Treasurer, and Indiana Auditor
State Senate (25 of 50 seats)
State House (all 100 seats)
Intermediate Appellate Courts (3 retentions)
Municipal government - County Assessor, County Auditor, County Prosecuting
Attorney, County Recorder, County Sheriff, County Circuit Court Clerk, County
Commission, County Council, and Superior Court Judges
Town Council members, town clerk-treasurers, and town judges in towns which have
chosen to stagger terms, or to elect all town officials during 2022
Some local public questions may be placed on the ballot in certain counties
The following Voters’ Guide policy was shared with all candidates:
The Questionnaire is sent to candidates from both parties.
Candidate replies are printed without editing or verification.
Candidates are listed alphabetically by party.
Candidates who do not respond to our questionnaire by the provided deadline are
listed with the notation, “No response received.”
Answers to each question should not exceed 200 words.
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What to do before going to the polls
Check out indianavoters.in.gov to see your sample ballot.
First, click here.

Next, fill in your first name, last
name, date of birth, and select
the County you live in, and
click submit.

Confirm that is you and
click continue.
Scroll down and you will see:
Both early voting and Election day locations and their
hours;
Who will be on your ballot, including which party they
belong to and what position they are running for;
and information about your districts.
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Who is included in this Guide?
This guide covers mostly Hamilton County and parts of
Marion County.
US House of Representatives
Congressional District 5:
Democrat - Jeannine Lee Lake
Republican - Victoria Spartz (i)
[no response submitted]

Congressional District 7:
Democrat - Andre Carson (i)
Republican - Angela Grabovsky
[no response submitted]

Indiana State Senate
State Senate District 29:
Democrat - JD Ford (i)
Republican - Alexander Choi

State Senate District 31:
Democrat - Jocelyn Vare
Republican - Kyle Walker (i) [no
response submitted]

State Senate District 46:
Democrat - Andrea Hunley
Republican - Evan Shearin
Indiana House of Representatives
State House District 24:
State House District 32:
Democrat - Joellyn Mayer
Democrat - Victoria Garcia
Republican - Donna Schaibley (i)
Wilburn
State House District 92:
Democrat - Renee Pack (i)
Republican - John Couch [no
response submitted]

Republican - Fred Glynn [no
response submitted]

County Prosecutors
Marion County:
Hamilton County Prosecutor:
Democrat - Jessica Paxon
Democrat - Ryan Mears (i)
Republican - Greg Garrison [no
Republican - Cynthia Carrasco
response submitted]
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Congressional Districts
Information on U.S. House of Representatives:
Indiana has 9 Congressmen and women representing Hoosiers on the national level.
They serve 2-year term and are elected to represent the best interests of their
constituents while voting on as well as proposing bills, resolutions and amendments on
the national level. With the U.S. Senate, the U.S. House of Representatives adopts
budgets, levies taxes, borrows money, regulates interstate commerce, provides services,
adopts regulations, and declares wars.
Questions sent to candidates vying to represent congressional districts:
Background: What training, experience, and background qualifies you for this
position?
Top issues: What are top three issues you would like to address if elected?Why?
Islamophobia: Do you perceive Islamophobia as a growing concern within our
communities? If yes, how can an elected congressman/woman help counter this
threat and curb extremism against Muslims?
Refugees: In the last few years, we have witnessed political turmoil and war
sweeping Afghanistan and Ukraine. In your opinion, what role should America play to
help refugees from war torn countries? Would you support raising the annual
refugees’ cap?
Federal Election Laws: Do you believe that Federal Election Laws must be revised
to address concerns related to voter access, election integrity and security,
redistricting, and campaign finance. If yes, please explain how you would propose to
revise Federal Election Laws?
Gun policy: Do you believe there is a concern around gun safety? If re/elected, what
would you propose to decrease this concern? Please explain.

Indiana Congressional District 5
Do you live in IN-05?

To find out if you are a resident of IN-05, check out
this map or enter or your address here to get
information about your senate, house, and
congressional districts and legislators representing
you.

Congressional District 5
Candidates
Republican:
Democrat:
Jeannine Lee Lake

Victoria Spartz (i)
No response received

7

Background: I’m an American patriot
who has worked hard as a community
leader to make Hoosier lives better. I
have principles, and integrity and I love
serving others. More importantly, in this
season of political upheaval, we need
leaders with compassion, coinage, and
calm. I am that leader.

Democrat
Jeannine
Lee Lake

Top Issues:
1. Codifying Roe.
2. Supporting law enforcement and
funding them at capacity.
3. Making college affordable and
prioritizing public schools
4. Addressing disparities in healthcare.

Islamophobia: Absolutely it is and that is awful. We must admit that there is a problem
- which many - like my opponent Victoria Spartz- refuse to do.
Refugees: First off, while I want to always have a heart for compassion, I am keenly
aware that Americans here are in a fight for their lives. For far too long this nation has
been the Worlds Police and gotten into wars we shouldn’t have, and spent billions on
areas that we shouldn’t have. That being said, considering Ukraine and Russia’s
unprecedented attack, we must act and it was our duty to do so. And, yes, I support Joe
Biden doing this recently (raising the cap).
Federal Election Laws: Yes. It’s all about how much money that a candidate can raise
and how much they will be beholden to those donors. We need to end Citizens United,
expose dark money and move out special interest. Like yesterday.
Gun policy: We need to make it a hell of a lot harder for bad folks to get guns. We need
to make sure that law-abiding gun owners are able to have weapons to keep themselves
and their families safe under the banner of the Constitution. I support 2A as defined by
our Founding Fathers, I’m a Moms Demand Action designee and I carry myself. We can
support 2A and protect our kids - it’s possible because I do it every single day.
Campaign Website: https://jeannineleelakeforcongress.com/
Facebook: JeannineLeeLakeforIndiana2022
Twitter: https://twitter.com/JeannineLeeLake
No response was submitted from Republican incumbent Candidate Victoria
Spartz.
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Indiana Congressional District 7
Do you live in IN-07?

Congressional
District 7 Candidates
Democrat: Republican:
Andréa
Angela Grabovsky
Carson (i)
No response received
To find out if you are a resident of
IN-07, check out this map or enter
or your address here to get
information about your senate,
house, and congressional districts
and legislators representing you.

Background: As a lifelong Indianapolis
resident, I have a special connection to
our community. I previously served in
law enforcement and now work every
day on behalf of the residents of
District 7.

Democrat
André
Carson

Top Issues: My priorities are always
rooted in equity, transportation and
infrastructure, and national security.
Not everyone starts life out with the
same opportunities, and ensuring that
everyone has access to the education,
resources, and support they need to
succeed is critical. As a senior member
of the Transportation and

Infrastructure Committee, I am committed to building up our bridges, roads, and rails,
which supports job creation and ushers our country into a stronger future. National
security remains a priority. We face foreign and domestic threats, with white nationalism
on the rise. Every American has the right to feel safe.
Islamophobia: Unfortunately, we’ve seen a rise in Islamophobia and xenophobia,
exacerbated and normalized by the Trump presidency. Representation matters – I am
one of three Muslims serving in the House of Representatives, and the first Muslim to

9

serve on the House Intelligence Community. It is important to challenge people’s
stereotypes and affirm to young Muslim leaders that they belong in the rooms where
decisions are being made. I have also used my position to speak up against extremist
policies, like Trump’s proposed Muslim ban, and to shine a light on the threat of hate
crimes. Unfortunately, Muslims are actually more vulnerable to domestic terrorists.
Refugees: One of the cornerstones of our country is that we welcome refugees from
around the world and asylum seekers who are escaping violence, oppression, and
disease. Countless Hoosiers are here today because their ancestors made the decision
to come to America for a better life, and we must ensure our federal agencies treat
those seeking asylum with respect and care. I support raising the annual refugee cap to
ensure we remember our shared humanity and remain a welcoming country.
Federal Election Laws: This year, I voted for the Presidential Election Reform Act to
safeguard the integrity of future presidential elections. This is not a partisan issue –
protecting the sanctity of our democracy is vital to everyone. This legislation advocates
for measures like ensuring that states cannot change the rules governing an election
after the election has already occurred and would prohibit election officials from
refusing to certify presidential elections. No one – not even a former president – is
above the law.
Gun policy: Gun violence impacts our neighborhoods, our schools, our medical
facilities, and even our places of worship. Common sense gun reform is not only
necessary, but supported by the majority of Americans. The House has fought to pass
bills strengthening background checks and banning assault rifles, and I will continue
advocating for such common sense measures that will save lives. While I believe in the
second amendment, guns do not belong in the hands of those who intend to hurt
others. Our children deserve to feel safe in their schools again.
Campaign Website: andrecarson.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CarsonforCongress
Twitter: https://twitter.com/andre4congress
No response was submitted from Republican Candidate Angela Grabovsky.
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Indiana State
Senate Districts
The Indiana General Assembly consists of 100 representatives, serving 2-year terms, and
50 senators, serving 4-year terms. Referred to as members of the Upper House, State
Senators serve their constituents, while carrying out the following duties:
Proposing legislation and amendments to legislation;
Serving on several committees of the state senate where they will review legislation
and decide with fellow members of the committee which legislation is reported back
to the senate chamber for consideration;
Voting on legislation and amendments to such legislation.
25 seats of the Indiana State Senate are up for election In 2022. For this voter education
guide, we chose State Senate Districts 29, 31, and 46 given that they have a
concentration of Muslim voters.
Questions sent to candidates vying to represent State Senate Districts:
Background: What training, experience, and background qualifies you for this
position?
Evictions: After the CDC Eviction Moratorium was lifted, Indiana saw a spike in
eviction filings. What legislative fixes do you propose to lower the eviction rate?
Refugees: In the past year, Indiana received Afghan refugees in Camp Atterbury. A
good percentage of these refugees ended up resettling in Indiana. What policies do
you plan to introduce to help with refugee resettlement? Would support any bill
allocating funding to help our newest neighbors?
Islamophobia: Do you believe that Islamophobia is a concern for Muslims living in
Indiana? How do you perceive your role in tackling Islamophobia in our state?
Education: What is your stance regarding the anti-Critical Race Theory legislation
proposed in this past legislative session? Do you support running partisan school
board races in Indiana?
Gun Policy: If elected, what are your plans around the current gun legislation?
Voting Rights: What is your stance on Indiana’s current Voter ID laws? If elected,
would you look to amend these laws and how so?
Hate Crime Law: What are your thoughts on the current Indiana Hate Crime Law?
Transportation: How do you perceive the transportation situation in the
Indianapolis area? Do you believe it needs to improve? If so, what are your plans to
do so?
Mental Health - What are your plans to fight the rise of mental illness in central
Indiana?
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State Senate District 29 (SD29)
Do you live In SD29?
To find out if you are a resident of SD29, check out
this map or enter your address here to get
information about your senate, house and
congressional districts and legislators representing
you.

State Senate District 29
Candidates
Democrat:
Sen. JD Ford (i)

Republican:
Dr. Alexander Choi
Background: I have served as the State
Senator for District 29 since 2018, before
being elected I worked in the non-profit
and education sectors

Democrat
JD Ford (i)

Evictions: I think the best thing the
Indiana General Assembly can do to help
with the eviction crisis is to get out of the
way when the city of Indianapolis passes
their own ordinances and policies, such
as the tenants bill of rights and other
eviction prevention measures. The city
has allocated significant portions of its
budget to reducing eviction rates in
Indianapolis, all the legislature needs to
do is stop overturning or otherwise
restricting these measures. As one of the.

members of the Indianapolis delegation in the General Assembly, I have consistently
stood with the city against the state government meddling in local affairs, such as
eviction reduction policy
Refugees: This is an opportunity for the state to showcase our Hoosier hospitality and
ensure these refugees are provided with these resources. I fully support additional
funding, in tandem with our federal partners, for language and career services and I
think there is a great incentive, especially for the business community, in booming
Central Indiana to ensure these refugees are provided the opportunity to fully
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participate in the economy and build a safe, comfortable future for themselves and their
families.
Islamophobia: It absolutely is. In 2019, a young man named Mustafa Ayoubi was
murdered in a hate crime in Indianapolis, during the same legislative session that we
were debating on finally passing a hate crimes law in our state. I met with Mr. Ayoubi's
family as was humbled and inspired by their courage through this incredible tragedy,
and I know it brought unimaginable pain to not just his family but all Hoosier muslims.
The legislature did finally pass a watered-down called hate crimes law but it provides no
real enforcement or classification, rendering it effectively useless. When I presented the
Senate resolution honoring Mr. Ayoubi I pledged to continue fighting for a REAL hates
crimes law in our state and now, along with my colleague who has joined our caucus
since then, Sen. Fady Qaddoura, I am still fighting to pass this law for our state.
Education: We need to increase funds for our public schools and restore collective
bargaining rights to teachers so we can increase pay, reduce classroom size and
improve teacher retention. Our state is facing a looming teacher crisis in the coming
years and we must do everything we can to address this. If we do not invest in our future
now, we will pay for it in the long run.
Gun Policy: I stood with State Police in firm opposition of the handgun permit repeal
earlier this year and I will continue to push to reinstate the permit requirement in order
to keep our communities and law enforcement safe.
Federal Election Laws: I think our state should make it easier to vote with alternate
forms of ID, such as State ID cards or Student ID cards, as opposed to driver's licenses,
as well as providing options such as utility bills, which states like West Virginia allow. One
of the first bills I ever introduced in the Senate was to make it easier for people to get
registered to vote by allowing automatic voter registration with drivers license and state
ID applications at the BMV.
Hate Crime Law - As I stated earlier, I think our current hate crime law is woefully
inadequate to the point of having no practical effect due to the lack of classifications,
and I will continue to push for real hate crimes legislation in our state.
Transportation: I think the city's transit initiatives like the RedLine and other IndyGo
bus lines have certainly improved our public transportation, but there is much work to
do. Once again, this is an area where the supermajority in the legislature would do best
to stay out of the way as the city of Indianapolis works to make progress on tackling our
transportation infrastructure, much of which I'm sure will be improved thanks to
President Biden's American Rescue Plan, Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and Inflation
Reduction Act.
Mental Health - I think mental health is one of the biggest issues we need to address,
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especially with our youth. State Health Commissioner Dr. Kris Box recently shared a
statistic with us that the leading cause of death of death for children aged 12-17 is
suicide. If we have that many kids taking their own lives in our state, we HAVE to address
this problem. I’ve introduced legislation to combat this crisis through putting more
counselors in schools, providing better access to mental health care outside of schools
and more, but the Republican supermajority blocks these bills every time. I’m going to
keep fighting for Hoosier children and I know one day we will have enough seats in the
Senate to crack the supermajority and finally address this tragedy.
Campaign Website: senatorjdford.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jd4in29
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SenatorJDFord

Republican
Dr. Alexander
Choi

Background: I am an immigrant from
South Korea who learned my work ethic
from my parents who ran a small cafeteria
for 12 hours a day, 7 days a week. I
attended Harvard and then medical school
to become an anesthesiologist. I became
the President of a practice, growing it to
the largest in the state. Through that I
learned about healthcare and business. I
also learned to listen, balance my
decisions, and thoroughly research every
issue. I applied these skills when I was
elected to the Zionsville Town Council. I
have worked on various issues at the
statehouse for over a decade and have
the relationships and knowledge to hit the
ground running. Indiana faces a crisis in
healthcare in declining health and
increasing costs and I am the only

candidate with the background in healthcare and business to be able to effectively tackle
it. As an immigrant, I value this community and state and will work hard to allow
everyone to succeed for themselves and their children.
Evictions: Evictions are an issue for many hardworking families and they occur for many
reasons that are beyond a family's control. I would advocate to increase funding for
rental assistance programs as well as for mediation between tenants and landlords.
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Increasing rent and a shortage of rental units and homes is a longterm problem. It must
be handled by working with local community leaders to create policies to incentivize the
construction of more rental units and affordable homes.
Refugees: My father was a North Korean who escaped that country when the Korean
War started and lost everything and was a refugee in South Korea where he and his
family had to rebuild their lives. When the Korean peninsula became unstable in the
1970s and the threat of war became real again, he decided to move us to the United
States. None of us knew English and all four of us lived in a one-bedroom apartment
above the small cafeteria that my parents borrowed money to buy. I understand more
than any other legislator the challenges faced by immigrants. I would work with local and
state leaders as well as community advocates to find funding to address these concerns
but also to create private-public partnerships to find good employment for any refugee.
This community allowed my family to succeed and I want to fight to provide that for all
immigrants.
Islamophobia: I believe that most Hoosiers welcome diversity in the community;
however, there is a small number of people that are intolerant of it. Although I felt
extremely supported in Indiana, I undoubtedly faced some racism and sometimes I
feared for my safety. Over 15% of Indiana are not white and over 30% are not Christian.
Those percentages are even higher in the metropolitan Indianapolis area. We must
ensure the safety of minorities in our community.
I was a supporter of Senator John Ruckelshaus who authored the hate crime law in 2019
and, although I am supportive of what was eventually passed, I do feel that it needs
further strengthening in defining certain areas to provide more clarity to law
enforcement and the courts.
We also need to as community leaders, promote education on diversity in this area. As
an elected official, I would engage with multi-faith leadership to craft specific ways to
provide education and exposure to improve tolerance and acceptance in the
community.
Education: I am currently on the school board of an inner city publicly funded charter
school where almost all of our students are minorities and live in poverty. One of the
things that the pandemic taught us is that there is a disparity in resources available to
different areas. It wasn't enough for our students to have laptops but we realized that
many did not have home internet access. Just like with health disparities, we need to
address these education disparities that result in students being unable to meet core
skills. More worrisome was that the pandemic affected those students for which English
was not their primary language.
Reading is an essential skill that is the foundation for future success. I would advocate
for enhanced funding to provide proven resources and training to Indiana teachers to
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advance reading skills. This can be effectively accomplished through public-private
partnerships as the Indiana business community is facing a workforce shortage that
needs to be addressed.
Gun Policy: I am endorsed by the Indiana State Police Association because of my
position on responsible gun ownership. I would advocate for more strict adherence to
the red flag law and advocate for strict background checks.
Voting Rights: I support the current voter ID laws but would work with local
communities to allow for easier access to alternative IDs.
Hate Crime Law - As stated previously, I worked with Senator John Ruckelshaus on the
current hate crime law. I felt that it was a step in the right direction but did not cover all
categories and did not provide enough clarity for law enforcement and the courts. I
would work in the future to strengthen that.
Transportation: Indianapolis is predominantly dominated by personal auto ownership
and our public transportation system is improving but not as effective as other large
municipalities. Recent federal grants will provide more routes and better hours with
reduced fares but we need to encourage Indianapolis to provide continued increased
funding and that could be done with matching grants from the state.
Mental Health: I am advocate for breaking the stigma around mental illness. I
personally suffer from bipolar disorder and talk about my challenges publicly. I know
firsthand the difficulty of obtaining mental health services even though I am a physician.
Mental illness is a chronic disease without a cure and therefore requires constant
intervention which is time-consuming and costly. To add to the problem there are not
enough providers that work in this field and some do not accept Medicare, Medicaid or
other health insurance. The solution is not easy and it will require the legislature to place
financial resources towards training more mental health professionals and improving
their reimbursement. We also need to provide improved education and access by
increasing funding to the public health system, especially as it relates to mental health
issues.
Campaign Website: www.votealexchoi.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/votealexchoi
Twitter: https://twitter.com/votealexchoi
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State Senate District 31 (SD31)
Do you live IN SD31?

To find out if you are a resident
of SD31, check out this map or
enter your address here to get
information about your senate,
house and congressional districts
and legislators representing you.

State SD31
Candidates
Democrat:
Jocelyn Vare

Democrat
Jocelyn Vare

Republican:
Kyle Walker (i)
No response received

Background: I’ve lived in Fishers for 24
years and I am an at-large member of the
Fishers City Council. I have two adult
children and Fishers will always be their
hometown! I own a small business here
in Fishers - Propeller Marketing promotes
tourism and economic development in
Indiana communities. In 2019 I ran for
Fishers City Council—as a Democrat. By
starting
from
the
premise
that
everybody’s voices should be heard, our
campaign brought together a diverse,
bipartisan community of supporters, and
we won! I’m the first Democrat elected by
the city of Fishers. I strive to bring
broader representation and balance to
local government.

I’ve always worked to serve residents and make government accountable to the people
it’s meant to serve. As your next State Senator, I’m excited to continue fighting for
government transparency, civic participation, and the issues that will elevate your
community, neighborhood, and household.
Evictions: Indiana has an affordable housing problem. Just last month, the new Indiana
housing task force reported that it would take 20 years to create the number of
affordable housing options that Indiana needs.
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This imbalance gives landlords considerable leverage over citizens. Indianapolis is
considered to be a high-eviction city and most evictions are issued by out of state
landlords. As a State Senator, I would support permanent rental assistance, new
accountability requirements for landlords, and strategies to encourage the development
of affordable housing, such as land trusts.
Refugees: I am a member of the Fishers Non-Profit Committee and a regular participant
in Fishers Non-Profit Coalition. There are over 200 registered non-profit organizations in
Fishers. They collaborate to provide services to members of our community. From basic
needs, like food, clothing and housing, to child care, language services, and job
placement, our local network of non-profits can assist refugees as they start their new
chapter here in Indiana. I would like to help connect refugees to these local resources
and welcome them all to our community
Islamophobia: I do believe that Islamophobia is a concern for Muslims in Indiana. I
hope to serve by helping to connect diverse members of our greater community
together and extending thoughtful invitations to the Muslim community. As a city
councilor, I have championed diversity and representation in civic opportunities. Every
Saturday, I invite citizens to meet me at MOTW Coffee in Fishers. I find that people come
to MOTW for the first time and there they experience Muslim culture and meet
members of the Muslim community. I am grateful to Sajjad and his staff for creating an
inviting place for all people to connect - and enjoy good coffee and sweets! Connecting
people together helps people care about one another.
Education: My son is a school teacher, my mom was a teacher and my dad was a
school superintendent. I appreciate educators and am grateful for their devotion to
students. The strength of Indiana public schools and effectiveness in educating students
is crucial to Indiana's future. Our public school system is our commitment to all Hoosier
children. But Indiana's public schools are underfunded and short staffed. I would
dedicate more of Indiana's budget to fund additional teachers and aides in each school
to provide supplemental learning opportunities. This would improve the student-toteacher ratio and assist each child to overcome learning loss caused by the pandemic or
other factors. I would also incentivize new teachers to join the profession, that includes
new HS graduates to go to college to pursue an Education degree and older individuals
looking for a new career.
Gun policy: As a state senator, my ﬁrst public safety priority will be to repeal Indiana’s
dangerous permitless carry law that was passed this year despite strong opposition
from law enforcement. Furthermore, I will champion sensible gun safety reform to better
protect Hoosiers, including raising the gun ownership age to 21 and working to better
address the relationship between gun violence and domestic violence. I am proud to be
a designated “Gun Sense Candidate” by Moms Demand Action and one of only four
candidates in Indiana who has been endorsed by Everytown for Gun Safety Action Fund.
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Voting Rights: Indiana has one of the most restrictive Voter ID Laws in the nation. A
government-issued ID is required to vote. To get an government-issued ID card, you
must present all of these in-person at a BMV:
One document proving your identity (only specific documents will be accepted)
One document proving your lawful status in the United States
One document proving your Social Security number
Two documents proving your Indiana residency
These are rigorous requirements that are a proven barrier for individuals who wish to
vote. I would review these requirements and be open to adjusting them to ensure that
everyone who qualifies to vote, can vote. In addition, I advocate for extending our polling
location hours past 6pm to make it easier for working Hoosiers to vote. I also support
'no excuses' mail-in absentee voting.
Hate Crime Law: Indiana’s hate crime law allows judges to impose longer sentences for
crimes motivated by bias. The law does not, however, list the protected categories nor
does it provide guidelines for penalties. Overall it is vague and does not effective as it
could be. I would advocate for amendments to add specifics that detail protected
categories, especially religion and national origin.
Transportation: I advocate for expansion of mass transit throughout Marion County,
including connections to the donut counties, especially Hamilton County. I advocate for
the Central Indiana Transit Plan's implementation. Priorities include increasing local
transit services in Marion County, offering new transit services in Hamilton County and
provide new rapid transit services that connect the region. I know that improving transit
options in Central Indiana is imperative.
Mental Health: Mental health is a public safety issue and a public health issue. In
Fishers, mental health has become a top priority, under the Mayor's leadership. The
aspect to improving mental health that I am especially interested in is informing the
public of service options and reducing the stigma associated with mental health. As the
public's perception of mental health services evolves to be more aware of treatment
options and more open to discussing challenges, the environment will be more
conducive to addressing mental health more effectively. If mental health issues are kept
hidden and remain addressed, it is more likely that a devastating crisis can occur.
Campaign Website: www.JocelynVareForIndiana.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JocelynVareForIndiana/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/VareForIndiana
No response was submitted by Republican incumbent candidate Kyle Walker.
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State Senate District 46 (SD46)
Do you live IN SD46?

To find out if you are a resident
of SD46, check out this map or
enter your address here to get
information about your senate,
house and congressional districts
and legislators representing you.

State SD46
Candidates
Democrat:
Andrea Hunley

Republican:
Evan Shearin

Background: For 20 years I have been
committed to serving children and families
as a public school teacher and principal.
Now, as an extension of that commitment
to our community, I am running for public
office. I will champion a better quality of
life by listening to and working alongside
the
diverse
and
vibrant
people,
businesses, and neighborhoods that make
up District 46.

Andrea
Hunley
House Dist. 46

Evictions: We need to support tenants'
rights and ensure that housing remains
affordable. I recently spent a day
observing in eviction court to get a better
understanding of the barriers families are
facing. I will work with other legislators to
address these systemic barriers and
increase funding for relief support.

Refugees: When I speak with folks who have recently relocated to the United States, I
hear firsthand how challenging it is to find work that pays a living wage. We must ensure
that our refugees and immigrants have access to jobs that embrace the skills they bring,
or that offer upskilling and training as needed. The reality is that the risk for exploitation
is high. We must also create more affordable housing to keep up with the demand for
folks new to Indiana and for those who are being priced out of their current
neighborhoods. There are several mechanisms for this (for example: rental rate increase
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caps, limiting the number of outside investment companies purchasing homes, etc) and I
look forward to working with my colleagues to find creative solutions.
Islamophobia: Islamaphobia, racism, and bigotry continue to be a concern in our
neighborhoods and in our state. We must revisit our current hate crimes law to expand
and protect who is included. We should all be able to live, work, and dream without fear
of retribution for who we are or where we worship. My role will be to support increasing
representation of Muslim voices and seeking out and including the perspectives of folks
in the Muslim community in decision making.
Education: My vision for PK-12 education is that all students will be prepared to dream
big and that their outcomes cannot be predicted by race or zipcode. To do this, we must
ensure that we expand access to arts, science, and technology programming. Student
outcomes in reading and math increase as students are exposed to more contexts in
which to apply those skills. This programming is embedded into the school day and not
seen as an extra for a select few. In order to cultivate the next Mari Evans, Major Taylor,
and Wes Montgomery, we have to design schools where this type of inspiration is
possible.
Teacher recruitment and retention are core challenges, the effects of which ripple out
and exacerbate all other issues in our school buildings. We need high quality, flexible,
driven educators who are committed to our communities and classrooms. Increase
teacher pay and consider alternatives to our current teacher licensing process.
Gun Policy: I will advocate for common sense gun reform and policies for gun safety
education. I testified twice against the permitless cary legislation.
Voting Rights: We must expand access to the ballot box for Hoosiers. We currently
have some of the most restrictive voter ID laws in the country. One quick fix I would
propose is to allow for all students to be able to use their school ID cards. Currently, this
only applies to some students in some settings, and it should apply across the board.
Hate Crime Law: We must expand our hate crimes law to ensure that all folks are truly
protected from hate.
Transportation: Our state has made great strides in providing better access to
transportation for residents and visitors. District 46 will benefit from both the Purple and
Blue Line Rapid Transit projects moving forward, and it is critical these projects be fully
supported. Access to reliable, safe, and upgraded transit creates more opportunities for
connection, jobs, education, healthcare, and entertainment.
Local issues, like transit funding and expansion, should remain local issues and should
not be legislated at the Statehouse. The Purple Line east to Lawrence and the Blue Line
west to the airport need to be fully supported. As the economic and entertainment core
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of Indiana, all Hoosiers will benefit from a Capital City with robust public transit.
Mental Health: Student mental health needs are not being met by the current
structures and recommended ratios we have in place. Our children are in crisis and
teachers cannot solve their needs alone. We must equitably and adequately resource all
schools with licensed mental health service providers to provide both acute and ongoing
care.
Campaign website: andreahunley.com
Facebook website: https://www.facebook.com/AndreaHunleyIN/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/AndreaHunley_IN

Background: As a former grant manager
for the state and government consultant, I
have over a decade's experience in
navigating and managing government
programs and bureaucracy. I already have
relationships with many of the legislators
that District 46's Senator will need to
engage with to ensure that our community
is represented and heard.

Republican
Evan Shearin

Evictions: The state should lift restrictions
on municipal tenet protections, and
ensure that trustee's offices and other aid
programs are fully funded.
Refugees: I'll do the same for them as any
other individual in need of services in

Indiana; ensure that support programs are fully funded, that our economy is strong, and
that our neighborhoods are safe.
Islamophobia: I'm certainly not aware of significant Islamophobia in District 46, or
elsewhere in Indiana. I believe that an elected representative is a cultural leader as well
as a political one, and I would commit to engaging with and listening to the Islamic
community as well as communities of other faiths.
Education: I would support a complete restructuring of our curriculum in order to focus
on life and workforce preparation, with year-round school, school choice, and ample
support for struggling students. I also support charter schools which can innovate and
offer new opportunities to students and parents.
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Gun Policy: I believe that current firearm legislation in Indiana is adequate as written.
Voting Rights: Elections must be accessibly, but also secure. Given current measures
that ensure accessibility to acquiring ID, I do support Voter ID laws.
Hate Crime Law: People who act out of hatred are not rational, and are not
considerate of consequences. After all, if they were rational, they wouldn't commit hate
crimes. So enhanced punishments are about helping the community feel better by
punishing evil people. And I'm okay with that, but we really owe it to ourselves to be
honest about why we want this.
Transportation: Indianapolis' transportation is woefully inadequate. I want to lift the
ban on light rail, and give municipalities (ours included) the opportunity to explore new
public projects to improve transportation and accessibility.
Mental Health: We should watch IMPD's new mental health initiatives very closely, and
seek to implement successful measures statewide. We should also ensure funding and
support for school guidance counselors, and mental health professionals.
Campaign Website: www.ShearinforSenate.com
Twitter: @Shearin4Senate
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Indiana State House of
Representatives Districts
The Indiana General Assembly consists of 100 representatives, serving 2-year terms, and
50 senators, serving 4-year terms. Referred to as members of the Lower House, State
Representatives serve their constituents, while carrying out the following duties:
Working along the Governor to create laws and establish a state budget;
passing bills on public policy matters;
setting levels for state spending;
raising and lower taxes;
and voting to uphold or override gubernatorial vetoes.
All 100 seats of the Indiana State Senate are up for election In 2022. For this voter
education guide, we chose State Senate Districts 24, 32, and 92 given that they have a
concentration of Muslim voters.
Questions sent to candidates vying to represent State Senate Districts:
Background: What training, experience, and background qualifies you for this
position?
Evictions: After the CDC Eviction Moratorium was lifted, Indiana saw a spike in
eviction filings. What legislative fixes do you propose to lower the eviction rate?
Refugees: In the past year, Indiana received Afghan refugees in Camp Atterbury. A
good percentage of these refugees ended up resettling in Indiana. What policies do
you plan to introduce to help with refugee resettlement? Would support any bill
allocating funding to help our newest neighbors?
Islamophobia: Do you believe that Islamophobia is a concern for Muslims living in
Indiana? How do you perceive your role in tackling Islamophobia in our state?
Education: What is your stance regarding the anti-Critical Race Theory legislation
proposed in this past legislative session? Do you support running partisan school
board races in Indiana?
Gun Policy: If elected, what are your plans around the current gun legislation?
Voting Rights: What is your stance on Indiana’s current Voter ID laws? If elected,
would you look to amend these laws and how so?
Hate Crime Law: What are your thoughts on the current Indiana Hate Crime Law?
Transportation: How do you perceive the transportation situation in the
Indianapolis area? Do you believe it needs to improve? If so, what are your plans to
do so?
Mental Health - What are your plans to fight the rise of mental illness in central
Indiana?
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State House of Representatives
District 24 (HD24)
Do you live IN HD24?

To find out if you are a resident
of HD24, check out this map or
enter your address here to get
information about your senate,
house and congressional districts
and legislators representing you.

State HD24
Candidates
Democrat:
Joellyn
Mayer

Democrat
Joellyn Mayer

Republican:
Donna
Schaibley (i)

Background: I'm a business owner who
built a career by listening to clients'
concerns, then finding solutions where all
parties are satisfied. I understand how to
optimize spending by ensuring no
unnecessary costs are being incurred
while considering immediate and longterm financial AND human capital impact,
something often missing in government
policy. I would be as careful with my
constituents’ tax dollars. In business and
my personal life, I strive to be
collaborative, compassionate, practical,
and fair. At my core, I believe in the dignity
of every person no matter their race,
religion,
socioeconomic
status,
immigration status, gender identity, and

gender expression. That is why every voice needs to be heard.
Evictions: Indiana law surrounding tenants and landlords tends to favor the landlord
which makes eviction very easy (for the landlord). Eviction cases move quickly through
the courts so that tenants have very little time to search for other housing. One step we
need to take is to rebalance the tenant/landlord relationship under Indiana law to
provide tenants with mitigating circumstances, such as job loss or a medical issue,
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additional protections. In 2020 the Republican-controlled Indiana legislature actually
banned local communities from imposing such protections (SEA 148). My opponent
voted to oppose these protections and to override Gov. Holcomb’s veto. I would not only
seek to overturn this law, but to enact these protections in state law.
Refugees: Since its founding, the United States has been a refuge for people looking for
a better life. I am proud that Indiana stepped up to help these Afghan refugees but we
must continue to do more to help them become fully integrated and flourish in our
state. I would partner with agencies that have experience in this area such as Exodus
Refugee to support the programs that help these refugees achieve self-sufficiency.
Islamophobia: Unequivocally, yes this is a problem. Our Muslim neighbors are still
targeted by some here, sometimes overtly, sometimes with microaggressions. From
politicians trying to paint Afghan refugees as security threats, to parents in our own
community working to ban inclusion efforts in public schools, there is reason for
concern. We can begin to tackle the problem by supporting our public school efforts to
ensure every child is seen and valued as a person, regardless of their religion. We need
education, resources and allyship through our words and actions and to help amplify
their voices where they aren't being heard or acknowledged. We must also work to stop
harmful bills like HB1134 from the last Indiana legislative session that would have taken
us in the opposite direction.
Education: Most importantly, we need to remove political obstacles and let trained
professionals do their jobs. Public schools have been deprived of resources and
burdened with increasing regulation long before the pandemic which only made a bad
problem worse. Instead of piling more regulations on our teachers, listen to their
concerns and remove whatever barriers are standing in their way. We need to expand
reading materials to be representative of the diversity in the world around us. Kids are
drawn to materials that interest them. Lastly, we need to embrace programs and
empower school counseling staff to help kids deal with the lingering trauma they’ve
experienced over the last few years. It’s difficult for a child to be productive when they’re
dealing with unresolved trauma. Let’s increase funding for our teachers and counselors
and treat them with the respect they deserve. Let’s equip them with strategies and
resources that enable them to help our children recover and focus on learning.
Gun Policy: We all want to keep our families safe. Many Hoosiers, including gun owners,
support common sense gun laws. Flying in the face of that, the GOP supermajority just
pushed the permitless carry law through earlier this year against the strong opposition
of the Superintendent of the State Police and other law enforcement. Not only did it put
guns back in the hands of some that should not have access to guns, but it also
eliminated the permit fees used to train law enforcement. The burden of that shortfall is
now on Hoosier taxpayers. We’ve met licensed gun owners at their doors and many
have expressed concern over this law. We need to immediately repeal it, restore permits
and instate background checks on all gun sales, including unlicensed sellers at gun
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shows or online sales. I believe everyone that wants a gun should be allowed to have
one if they obtain a permit that
1. includes a background check
2. passing a secure handling and storage test, and
3. passing a basic proficiency test.
This is a common sense minimum set of requirements to make sure only those fit to
own a gun are able to get them.
Voting Rights: We need to put measures in place to guarantee free and fair elections
by expanding registration and voting access for all. Things like mail in voting, same day
registration and opt out instead of opt in registration with state agencies like the BMV
would be a good start. We also need to expand early voting equitably across counties
with considerations for parking, public transportation routes and a variety of access
hours. We also need no-excuse absentee voting for people that just can’t get there in
person. Lastly, bring in a nonpartisan organization to appropriately divide up voting
districts. We need to guarantee equal rights under the law for all Hoosiers.
Hate Crime Law - The current Indiana Hate Crime Law is a start, yet not specific
enough. I firmly believe in looking at long term consequences of legislation, both
intended and unintended. While the intention of our current law MAY have been good,
the impact is not. There were categories left out in the language and their definitions
made it so nearly anything could be called a hate crime. That waters down the
consequences for true hate crimes and does not deter in the way it should. I am not an
attorney, so I would seek out experts in the field. Experts who stand for social justice
believe this needs to be altered for effectiveness and I agree.
Transportation: Indianapolis consistently ranks low nationally in quality public
transportation. I strongly believe this keeps people from upward mobility and needs to
be addressed. With the 33M grant we received from the federal government, we need to
make smart investments to expand and enhance public transportation in ways that
directly impact its customers. Lack of routes coupled with the current affordable housing
crisis inhibits job and schooling opportunities. Public transportation also makes sense
from an environmental impact standpoint. Improving public transportation makes sense
fiscally, environmentally and socially.
Mental Health: Indiana has consistently underfunded public healthcare including
mental healthcare and this needs to be addressed as well as the root causes which
contribute to it. We are currently 42nd in the country for overall mental health
measures, Indiana deserves better. Addressing these issues through using our federal
block grants and other funding sources to support earlier interventions, better access to
mental health services for all, partnerships with community and schools and ensuring
standards that protect privacy would also go a long way toward improvement. It makes
sense from both an economic and humanitarian standpoint. It is more compassionate
AND fiscally responsible to invest in our citizens’ well being upfront rather than treat
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issues later. Mental health is fundamental to our quality of life. Quality of life is vital to
attract and retain an educated workforce which benefits all of us economically.
Campaign Website: www.votejoey.net
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/VoteJoeyIN/
Twitter: @JoeyMayer_IN

Republican
Donna
Schaibley

Background: I have served as the State
Representative for District 24 since 2015
where I have authored and sponsored
numerous bills which have been enacted
into law, including legislation which
protects rape victims by expanding the
legal definition of rape, provided a sexual
assault victim’s bill of rights, and gave
Hoosier taxpayers the largest state income
tax cut in history. I am the vice chairman of
the Courts and Criminal Code Committee
and also serve on the Financial Institutions
and Insurance Committee and the Public
Health Committee. I am also a member of
the Recycling Marketing Development
Board and the All Claims Database Board. I
have a political science and social studies

education degree from Purdue University. I have worked in the administration of two
major universities and substitute taught in the Carmel Clay Schools (concentrating in
special education) and have volunteered with numerous organizations in our
community.
Evictions: Evictions in Marion county were as high as 21.1% in 2018 and but had
dropped to 6.7% during the first half of 2022 due to federal rental assistance funds
that were available. Now that the programs providing that assistance are expiring,
more evictions are possible. The Indiana Supreme Court has instituted and Eviction
Diversion Program to require trial courts to advise the parties of the availability of preeviction diversion resources, including emergency rental assistance and the benefits of
seeking emergency rental assistance. There are also rental assistance services available
through the township trustee’s office.
Refugees: Realizing that it is very difficult to adjust to a new county and rebuilding a
life, the Afghan refugees that arrived that were housed at Camp Atterbury in last year
have been given work visas and access to free English language classes and offered
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free classes to receive high school equivalency diplomas and certification training
through our schools’ adult education programs.
Islamophobia: Attacks on or persecution of people because of their religious beliefs
are anathema to American and Hoosier values. Indiana has strong protections for
people of faith, both constitutional and statutory. Since I have been a State
Representative, I voted the Indiana hate crime law which strengthened these protections
even further. Just this week, the Council on American-Islamic Relations urged that
authorities use the hate crime statute in connection with an arrest that had been made
in Bloomington.
Education: Quality education is crucial to the future of Indiana. I voted for HB 1008 in
2021, which was passed into law and provided $150 million dollars provide grants to
eligible entities to provide additional support to those who have experienced learning
loss due to COVID 19. Moreover, academic excellence needs to be stressed in our
schools, with a focus on reading, writing, math and science.
Gun Policy: I support the Second Amendment. I also support our “Red Flag Law” in
Indiana and authored legislation in 2019 that strengthened that law making our
communities safer by preventing individuals adjudicated to be dangerous from
purchasing firearms and ensuring such individuals are accorded due process rights.
Voting Rights: I support Indiana’s voter ID laws as currently written.
Hate Crime Law: I support the current Hate Crime Law.
Transportation: Public transportation is currently being expanded in the Indianapolis
area.
Mental Health - We need to expand treatment options in Indiana and encourage
people to go into the mental health field by increasing payment to providers of these
services. The influx of opioids and fentanyl flowing into our communities from the
southern border is increasing the already serious mental health issues we have in
Indiana, and our law enforcement must be supported in their efforts to deal with this
problem.
Campaign website: schaibleyforindiana.com
Facebook: facebook.com/donna.schaibley
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State House of Representatives
District 32 (HD32)
Do you live IN HD32?

To find out if you are a resident
of HD32, check out this map or
enter your address here to get
information about your senate,
house and congressional districts
and legislators representing you.

State HD32
Candidates
Democrat:
Victoria Garcia
Wilburn

Democrat
Victoria
Garcia Wilburn

Republican:
Fred Glynn
No response received

Background: I am an advocate for mental
and behavioral health, a leader in
community based research and a voice we
need in the Indiana State House. I earned
a bachelor's degree in occupational
therapy as a first-generation college
student and started my path as a clinician
and public health advocate.My awareness
of public safety issues and the need for
healthy, accessible communities deepened
during my husband's service as a police
officer. We grew our family, welcoming
three beautiful children while I completed
my doctorate degree in health science at
the University of Indianapolis.I have
dedicated my career to improving the wellbeing of Hoosiers and advocating for
equity and access to mental and

behavioral health services. My work has been instrumental in increasing central Indiana
resources for children and families affected by substance use disorders and in training
future health care professionals in trauma informed care.
Evictions: We must increase home affordability in Central Indiana and encourage home
ownership. We must also hold corporate renters accountable in following eviction law
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and encourage parody among renters in their safeguards to eviction.
Refugees: In order to provide more services we need to place language, job and
housing services in trusted areas among the Afghan community. Offering community
centered opportunities at places of worship, childcare centers and medical offices is
where the Afghan community will access services more readily and there is already an
established trust. We must equip these trusted partners with the resources that the
Afghan community needs in order to thrive.
Islamophobia: Islamophobia is a threat to all Muslims and disrupts feeling safe and
being valued members of our community. We must tackle Islamophobia by enforcing
hate laws. We must seek to strengthen our partnership with the Muslim community and
call upon their expertise as part of our central Indiana Community.
Education: Targeting teaching and trusting teachers to implement evidence based
strategies in the classroom is key. Targeted teaching strategies include additional
funding for reading and math specialists and offering resources for at-home practice.
We must also improve teacher pay so that teachers can focus on curriculum planning
for students and not working a second job.
Gun Policy: Guns are the leading cause of death among children and teens in Indiana.
Common-sense gun safety laws such as requiring criminal background checks for
firearm sales and responsible gun storage laws will reduce violence and save lives. As
the spouse of a former IMPD officer, I know how important the safety of our community
is and how much our public safety personnel give of themselves every day. Together, we
can take action and make our community an even safer place to live, learn, and grow.
Voting Rights: We must increase voter access and decrease barriers to the ballot. We
must increase voting hours and provide a voter holiday like neighboring states. We
should improve voter registration with automatic voter registration updates when
residents move or update their state identification.
Hate Crime Law: Indiana's Hate Crime Law needs to be adequately enforced. We must
protect all of Indiana's residents and visitors, regardless of their race/ethnicity, religion,
disability, age, national origin, ancestry, gender identity, sex, or sexual orientation. One
way to do this is we must educate all public safety officials in bias and stigma training
and have this be a part of their required professional development.
Transportation: We know that improving transportation improves the economic
stability among communities. Improving walkability and public transit allow for more
economic mobility as well. We need creative solutions to city and suburb planning and
connect suburban areas that are desperate to fill jobs in the service and hospitality
industry. In order for suburban areas to continue to thrive access to public transit will be
key.
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Mental Health: Indiana is among the lowest ranked state's in the nation for overall
health and mental health as well as public health funding. We must act with urgency to
change these outcomes and elect legislators with the knowledge and expertise to tackle
these pressing issues. Now is the time to leverage the state’s budget surplus to increase
access to care, expand mental and behavioral health services and enact equitable
policies that reduce Hoosier health disparities.
Campaign website: wilburnforindiana.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/wilburn4IN/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/wilburn4IN
No response was received from Republican Candidate Fred Glynn.

State House of Representatives
District 92 (HD92)
Do you live IN SD92?

To find out if you are a resident
of HD92, check out this map or
enter your address here to get
information about your senate,
house and congressional districts
and legislators representing you.

State HD92
Candidates
Democrat:
Republican:
Renee Pack (i) John Couch
No response
received
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Background:
Active Duty Military service 1986 1991
Behavioral
Science
Background
Educator
Longtime Community Leader and
Activist Former City County Public
Health and a safety Board Member
Faith Leader

Democrat
Renee Pack

Evictions: My plan is to continue
working with small courts. Evictions
should be expunged so that tenants can
rent elsewhere. Before the eviction is
carried out, every source of assistance
should be utilized to help give families
time to regroup and get on track

Refugees: I have and plan to continue to support programs and legislation that help
these courageous families. I want our refugee neighbors to feel free and at home.
Islamophobia: My role is one of support. I am responsible for leading the way to
acceptance by being an advocate of equitable racial justice, cultural competence, and
love.
Education: As an educator I have witnessed firsthand the effects of learning loss for our
scholars. There are several strategies to help. Students have to be in school everyday!
The archaic practice of suspending kids is appalling. We have to financially support
schools so that learning can continue while children are in ISS. K -3 is a critical time to
develop fluency. Resources have to be poured into developing reading schools.
Gun Policy: My plan is to abolish the permit less carry law. It is a dangerous code that
will have devastating outcomes.
Voting Rights: Yes, I would. Voting should not a difficult nor complicated thing. Voters
should not have to give a reason to vote absentee. There should not be anything that
stands in the way of a citizen exercising this right.
Hate Crime Law: left blank
Transportation: I believe the Blueline should be completed.
Mental Health - Investment into more mental illness progress. Encouraging others that
are suffering to seek help.
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Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ReneePackintheHouse
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ReneePack52
No response was received from Republican Candidate John Couch.

34

Prosecutor Races
A prosecutor is responsible for prosecuting crimes that occur in their county. Every
county in Indiana has a prosector and is provided for in the state constitution. They're
elected for each judicial circuit and hold their office for four years.
The prosecutor is responsible for enforcing the laws of the State of Indiana and will
prosecute felony and misdemeanor crimes committed within their county. They conduct
criminal investigations and convene grand jury proceedings. They may also prosecute
infractions, traffic violations, and juvenile prosecutions.
For this voter education guide, we chose to focus on Marion County and Hamilton
County given that they have a concentration of Muslim voters.
Questions sent to candidates vying to represent State Senate Districts:
Background: What training, experience, and background qualifies you for this
position?
Islamophobia: Do you believe that Islamophobia is a concern for Muslims living in
Indiana? How do you perceive your role in tackling Islamophobia in our state?
Gun Policy: If elected, what are your plans around the current gun legislation?
Hate Crime Law: What are your thoughts on the current Indiana Hate Crime Law?

Marion County Prosecutor
Do you live in Marion County?
To find out if you are a resident
of Marion County, enter the
name of the city or town you
live in here.

Marion County
Prosecutor
Candidates
Democrat:Ryan Mears
Republican: Cynthia Carrasco
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Democrat
Ryan Mears

Background: I’ve worked at the Marion
County Prosecutor's Office since graduating
from Indiana University’s McKinney School
of Law in 2006. During my nearly 16 years at
the office, I’ve held nearly every attorney
position in the agency, from prosecuting
low-level offenses to homicides, trying over
100 jury and bench trials. This vast
experience has given me a deep
understanding of what it takes to bring
justice to victims and allows me to assist my
colleagues as we navigate what the
courtroom can throw at them. More
importantly, as an experienced prosecutor
I’ve learned that the system can better
understand the priorities of the community.

As the Chief Trial Deputy, I championed reform, innovation and leadership to reduce
the inequities embedded in the criminal justice system. As the elected prosecutor I have
continued the progress of the office. I have drawn together support for many
community programs across Indianapolis with the vision of changing behavior, not
criminalizing it.
Islamophobia: Unfortunately, yes. We know that hate crimes are woefully
underreported in Indiana and I fear the Muslim community is not immune to hateful
speech and acts of individuals in our state who espouse hate.
I believe the prosecutor’s role is paramount in assisting in reducing these crimes and
working with the victims of such hate. Prior to becoming Prosecutor, I supported and
advocated for Indiana’s first hate crime law alongside former Prosecutor Terry Curry. I
will continue to support a fully-inclusive bias crime law and enhance our efforts to
ensure individuals feel confident in reporting instances of hate.
Gun Policy: The recent repeal of Indiana’s handgun permit requirement makes it easier
for people to arm themselves and more difficult for law enforcement to solve shootings.
This new legislation will impact public safety in our city. Despite the challenges this
presents, I remain committed to combating gun violence through prosecution,
prevention, and education. I will continue to collect data to show the issues with this
dangerous change and advocate to change the law to keep our community safe.
Hate Crime Law: The current Indiana Hate Crime Law is not enough. Unfortunately
without creating a hate crime statute that stands alone, our current criminal law is not
sufficient to get many of these instances of hate into the courtroom to begin with.
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I will continue to advocate for a bias crimes law, but until then, we are working to
enhance our outreach and reporting efforts to get the legislature the data needed to
make this change.
Under my direction, our office started the Marion County Bias Crime Hotline, the first in
Indiana. The hotline is available 24/7 for individuals to report potentially biased
motivated crimes or hate. In addition, we added a position within the office for a victim
advocate who specializes in supporting those who report through the hotline. The
current law is not enough. I will continue to use my position to advocate for laws that
better protect those in the Muslim community.
Campaign Website: ryanmears.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ryanmearsindy
Twitter: @ryanmearsindy

Cynthia
Carrasco
Prosecutor

Background: My first job out of law
school was as a Staff Attorney for the
Office of the Indiana Inspector General.
Just one month after being admitted to
the bar, I was elevated to Executive
Director of the Indiana State Ethics
Commission where I served until I was
appointed Indiana Inspector General,
where I successfully led a statewide law
enforcement agency. I served as Deputy
General Counsel in the Office of the
Governor of Indiana, and a private
attorney. I have partnered with others at
all levels of state government, and I have
the experience to successfully lead the
Prosecutor’s Office.
Islamophobia: As a minority I deeply
understand how some choose to see and

treat people differently. I was born to Mexican immigrant parents and raised in El Paso,
Texas, just over the border, and sometimes I’ve been treated differently because of it.
But I believe Hoosier Hospitality is real, and my experience with Hoosiers has shown
people are generally treated equally and respectfully here regardless of race, religion, or
background. However, I would not ever seek to minimize or dismiss experiences others
may feel or perceive and know some harbor hateful feelings.
Gun Policy: If elected prosecutor, I would get tough on guns by getting tough on gun
crimes. I’m a supporter of the Second Amendment, and am a gun owner myself, but I
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believe in responsible and legal gun ownership. Simply put, some people should not be
able to have guns. If an individual has a history of being a violent felon, or poses a risk to
themselves or others and that is proven in the court system, no, they should not have a
firearm. But we must utilize existing laws on our books to hold offenders accountable
and aggressively prosecute gun crimes.
Hate Crime Law: I’m running for prosecutor because our community is facing a public
safety crisis and we deserve better. The current prosecutor is not doing his job, failing to
hold offenders accountable, and categorically dismissing certain laws he doesn’t agree
with. If elected, I would enforce the laws on our books on a case-by-case basis, ensuring
accountability for offenders, and justice for victims. That includes utilizing Indiana’s Hate
Crime Law where appropriate. Everyone deserves the same equal application of justice,
and everyone deserves to be safe. I will fight for everyone equally as your Marion County
Prosecutor.
Campaign Website: www.cyndiforindy.com
Campaign Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100076308708581
Campaign Twitter: @Cyndiforindy
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Hamilton County Prosecutor
Do you live in Hamilton County?
To find out if you are a resident
of Hamilton County, enter the
name of the city or town you
live in here.

Hamilton County
Prosecutor
Candidates
Democrat: Jessica Paxson
Republican: Greg Garrison
No response received

Democrat
Jessica Paxon

Background: I have spent the last seven
years serving as a Deputy Prosecutor in
the Hamilton County Prosecutor’s office,
largely focusing on violent and sex crimes.
Prior to returning home to serve Hamilton
County, I served in the Tippecanoe County
Prosecutor’s
Office
as
a
Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney from 2011 through
2015. After graduating law school, I spent
two years in private practice, appearing in
courts in 75 of Indiana’s 92 counties. I
have exceeded the minimum annual
education requirements to maintain my
license to practice law, and since 2011 that
continuing legal education has been
specifically related to prosecution. I was

recognized by Prevail, Inc. as their "Hero of the Month” in June 2018. In 2020, Indiana
Coalition to End Sexual Assault & Human Trafficking recognized me for outstanding
service as a prosecutor on behalf of victims and survivors of sexual violence.
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Islamophobia: Yes, I absolutely believe that Islamophobia is a concern for Muslims
living in Indiana. As prosecuting attorney my role will be to aggressively prosecute cases
in which victims are targeted because they are Muslim, enforcing Indiana’s existing hate
crimes legislation. I will also support legislative efforts to strengthen our hate crimes laws
to be more inclusive. Finally, I think it is important to engage with community members
and be available to hear concerns about what is happening in our community and work
together toward solutions.
Gun Policy: Unfortunately after the last legislative session Indiana became a “permitless
carry” state. While this new law increases the number of people who can legally carry
firearms in our state, there are still certain factors that prevent some individuals from
possessing firearms. I will aggressively enforce our current laws to keep firearms out of
the hands of those prohibited persons. Additionally, I will continue the relentless pursuit
of red flag law cases. When law enforcement encounters a person who is experiencing
mental illness and who presents a danger to themself or others, my office will assist with
obtaining court approval to seize that person’s firearms and will represent the State of
Indiana in court to retain those firearms.
Hate Crime Law: Indiana’s Hate Crime law was an important first step toward
protecting targeted populations by allowing judges to impose stricter sentences for
offenders who commit crimes based upon their victim’s color, creed, disability, national
origin, race, religion, or sexual orientation. However, hate crimes motivated by the
victim’s gender, gender identity, or age are not specifically included in our current law.
Including these factors would increase protections for targeted communities.
Campaign Website: www.paxsonforprosecutor.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PaxsonForProsecutor
Twitter: @Pax4Prosecutor
No response was received from Republican Candidate Greg Garrison.
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Indiana Muslim Advocacy Network urges all Muslim registered voters
to vote early or on Tuesday, November 8th, 2022.
Indiana Muslim Advocacy Network strives to provide an organized,
educated, and amplified Muslim political voice, advocating for
positive civic and political changes in the state of Indiana.

Sign up to receive our newsletter
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